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N.Y. attack suspect talks to cops 


Details his plans 
and radicalization 
by Islamic State 


By MATT PEARCE, MATT HANSEN AND NINA AGRAWAL 


CAROLYN COLE Los Angeles Times 


“I WALK the path every day. It’s been a source of peace for me,” said George Embiricos, leaving flowers at the 
bike path in Manhattan in commemoration of the eight people killed in Tuesday’s truck attack. 


A TIMES INVESTIGATION 


SIX WOMEN ACCUSE 
FILMMAKER RATNER OF 
HARASSMENT, ABUSE 


Actresses allege a range of misconduct over many years 


By AMY KAUFMAN 
AND DANIEL MILLER 


Natasha Henstridge was watching 
amovie on Brett Ratner’s couch when 
she fell asleep. She was a 19-year-old 
fashion model; he was an up-and- 
coming music video director in his 
early 20s. They had been hanging out 
in front of the TV with friends at his 
New York apartment. 

But when Henstridge woke up, the 
others had left. She was alone with 
Ratner. She got up to leave, Hen- 
stridge said, but he blocked the door- 
way with his body and wouldn’t budge. 
He began touching himself, she said, 
then forced her to perform oral sex. 

“He strong-armed me in a real way. 
He physically forced himself on me,” 
she said. “At some point, I gave in and 
he did his thing.” 

Ratner, through his attorney Mar- 
tin Singer, disputed her account. 

Since that incident in the early 
1990s, Henstridge has found success 


CAROLYN COLE Los Angeles Times 
IN INTERVIEWS, Brett Ratner 
has tried to smooth out the rough 
edges of his bad-boy image. 


Warner Bros. cuts ties 


Studio ends relationship with 
director Brett Ratner after har- 
assment allegations. BUSINESS, C1 


as an actress — starring in the films 
“Species” and “The Whole Nine 
Yards.” But she said she has carried 
the memory ofthe run-in with her, and 
watched from afar as Ratner became 
one of Hollywood’s most powerful 
players — directing, producing or fi- 
nancing dozens of today’s biggest box- 
office hits, including “Rush Hour,” “X- 
Men: The Last Stand,” “The Reve- 
nant” and “Horrible Bosses.” 

As hundreds of women have come 
forward in recent weeks with allega- 
tions of sexual misconduct at the 
hands of producer Harvey Weinstein, 
director James Toback and numerous 
other powerful men, Henstridge de- 
cided she would no longer remain 
silent. 

In interviews with the Los Angeles 
Times, Henstridge and five other 
women accused Ratner of a range of 
sexual harassment and misconduct 
that allegedly took place in private 
homes, on movie sets or at industry 
events. 

[See Ratner, A8] 


NEW YORK — The suspect charged Wednesday in the 
first deadly terrorist attack in New York City since Sept. 1, 
2001, became radicalized by watching Islamic State videos on 
his cellphone and struck on Halloween to killas many people 


as possible, authorities said. 


Sayfullo Saipov, 29, was charged in federal court with sup- 
porting Islamic State extremists and vehicular violence after 
officials said he drove a rental truck down a busy riverfront 


bike path near the World 
Trade Center in Lower Man- 
hattan a day earlier, killing 
eight people and injuring at 
least a dozen. He was ar- 
rested after a police officer 
shot him in the abdomen. 

While hospitalized, 
Saipov — a trucker and an 
Uber driver who legally 
came to the U.S. from Uz- 
bekistan in 2010 — report- 
edly told law enforcement of- 
ficials that he had turned to 
radicalism a year ago after 
watching a video of Islamic 
State leader Abu Bakr 
Baghdadi asking what Mus- 
lims in the U.S. were doing 
about the deaths of Muslims 
in Iraq. 

Saipov said he started 
planning the truck attack 
two months ago. He asked 
for an Islamic State flag to be 
draped in his hospital room 
and said “he felt good about 
what he had done,” accord- 
ing to court documents. 

But if the attack was 
meant to bring New York 
City to its knees, New York- 
ers instead largely brushed 
it off, holding Halloween fes- 
tivities as usual, taking their 
kids to school and switching 
out decorations for the up- 
coming winter holidays — 
shaken, but determined to 
push forward. 

Jenny Sheffer-Stevens 
took her son Hutch, 12, back 
to school at IS 289 Middle 
School, which sits near the 
intersection where Saipov’s 
rented truck had hit a school 
bus. Hutch had seen the end 
of the attack, and the school 
gave him the option to stay 
home. 

Sheffer-Stevens and her 
son decided against it — 

[See Attack, A1] 


Controversial 

visa program 

The Diversity Immigrant 
Visa program used by the 
New York attack suspect 
kicks off a political de- 
bate. BACK STORY, A2 


Dream vacation 
ends tragically 


Five of the slain victims 
were part of a group of 10 
pals from Argentina 
holding a reunion in New 
York. WORLD, A4 


LAPD’s protest response criticized 


Of 462 arrested in anti-Irump marches last year, just three faced charges 


By JAMES QUEALLY 


During demonstrations 
that erupted across the na- 
tion after the election of 
President Trump last year, 
the Los Angeles Police De- 
partment arrested hun- 
dreds of protesters — far 
more than any other law en- 
forcement agency in the 
country. 

Of the 462 people ar- 
rested during marches that 
wound through downtown, 
Westlake and onto the 101 
Freeway between Nov. 7 and 
Nov. 12, most were held on 
suspicion of blocking a road- 
way or failing to disperse af- 
ter officers declared unlaw- 
ful assemblies. 

But nearly a year later, a 
Times analysis of arrest re- 
cords shows, the LAPD has 
sought formal charges in 
only 10 cases, and prose- 
cutors have filed charges 
against just three people. In 
all, three felony cases were 
filed with prosecutors, but 
two were dismissed due to 
lack of evidence, according 


Luis SINCO Los Angeles Times 


PROTESTERS flood the 101 Freeway on Nov. 9 after President Trump’s election. 
Civil liberties groups say the LAPD was overzealous in arresting demonstrators. 


to the Los Angeles County 
district attorney’s office. Of 
seven misdemeanor cases 
presented to the city attor- 
ney’s office, only two re- 
sulted in charges, according 
to spokesman Rob Wilcox. 

The low number of 
charges has renewed criti- 
cism that the LAPD was too 
aggressive in arresting pro- 
testers. Civil liberties advo- 
cates said the LAPD tactics 
used last year could deter 
people from exercising their 
1st Amendment rights. 

Other cities saw larger, 
and far more violent, dem- 
onstrations but arrested 
fewer people. Police in Oak- 
land recorded 60 arrests 
during protests in the same 
time frame, even after dem- 
onstrators hurled Molotov 
cocktails at officers. Port- 
land, Ore., police made 
roughly 100 arrests during 
demonstrations that law en- 
forcement officials there de- 
scribed as a riot. 

Los Angeles and other 
major cities are bracing fora 
new wave of protests near 

[See Protests, A5] 


Those 


nearby 
noticed 
a few 
oddities 


For one thing, why did 
their neighbor rent a 
truck he didn’t use? 


By BARBARA DEMICK 


PATERSON, N.J. — Even 
in a neighborhood packed 
with immigrants, all with 
their own customs, lan- 
guages, foods and idiosyn- 
crasies, there was some- 
thing about Sayfullo Saipov 
and his family that seemed 
not quite right. 

With the benefit of hind- 
sight, neighbors now believe 
that the Uzbek immigrant 
suspected in Tuesday’s at- 
tack had been plotting it 
long before a rented truck 
plowed through a bike path 
in Lower Manhattan, killing 
eight people. 

Three weeks before the 
attack, a neighbor had no- 
ticed that Saipov, 29, fre- 
quently rented trucks like 
the one used in the rampage. 

“This is the kind of truck 
you use for construction, but 
he wasn’t doing construc- 
tion,” said Carlos Batista, 23, 
who noticed that one of the 
trucks was parked outside a 
vacant building nearby for 
nearly a week. “Why would 
you spend the money to rent 
this kind of truck and just 
leave it outside if you’re not 
using it? ... Now I think he 
was practicing.” 

Others were uncomfort- 
able with Saipov’s wife, who 
wore aniqab, a garment that 
reveals only the eyes. Other 

[See Saipov, A14] 


World Series 
Game 7 


Go inside today’s 
paper and online to 
find stories, commen- 
tary and photos from 
last night’s deciding 
game between the 
Dodgers and the 
Houston Astros. 
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After tragedy, 
a reunion 

Weeks after the Las 
Vegas shooting, one 
survivor finally found 
the man she helped 
save. NATION, A6 


Weather 
Cloudy, cool. 
L.A. Basin: 68/57. B6 
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